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What Is Human Geography?
—

Human geography focuses on:
7 How people make places
- How we organize space and society
1 How we interact with each other

1 How we make sense of ourselves and others



Human Geography Defined

« “Human geography is the synthetic study
of relationship between human societies and
earth’s surface”. Ratzel

Synthesis has been emphasised in the
above definition.

« “Human geography is the study of “the
changing relationship between the unresting
man and the unstable earth.”

Ellen C. Semple

Dynamism in the relationship is the keyword
in Semple’s definition.

« “Conception resulting from a more
synthetic knowledge of thephysical laws
governing our earth and of the relations
between the living beings which inhabit it”.

Paul Vidal de la Blache

Human geography offers a new conception
of the interrelationships between earth and
human beings.
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Human Geography (Definitions)
]

= The study of how people make places, how we
organize space and society, how we interact with each
other in places and across space, and how we make
sense of others and ourselves in our locality, region,

and world. (De Bljj)

= The scientific study of the location of people &
activities on the Earth’s surface, where & why human
activities are located where they are, reasons
geographers look at the world from a spatial
perspective & interaction, and diffusion of people &
ideas. (Rubenstein)




“Human geography is the synthetic study of relationship between human
societies and earth’s surface”
“Human geography is the study of “the changing relationship between
the unresting man and the unstable earth.”-

“Conception resulting from a more synthetic knowledge of the physical
laws governing our earth and of the relations between the living beings
which inhabit it”

“Human geography may be defined as the study of the nature and
distribution of the relationships between geographical environment and
human activities and quality”.

“Human geography is primarily concerned with relations between man,
ways of life and the places in which they live”.

“Human geography studies human societies in the background of the
earth ecosystem”

“Human geography is the study of human groups and societies in their
relationship to phyvsical environment”



Table 1.2: Human Geography and Sister Disciplines of Social Sciences

Fields of Sub-fields Interface with Sister
Human Disciplines of Social Sciences
Geography
Social —_ Social Sciences - Sociology
Geography Behavioural Geography Psychology
Geography of Social Welfare Economics
Well-being
Geography of Leisure Sociology
Cultural Geography Anthropology
Gender Geography Sociology, Anthropology, Women'’s Studies
Historical Geography History
Medical Geography Epidemology
Urban —_ Urban Studies and Planning
Geography
Political — Political Science
Geography Electoral Geography Psephology
Military Geography Military Science
Population — Demography
Geography
Settlement —_ Urban/Rural Planning
Geography
Economic - Economics
Geography Geography of Resources Resource Economics

Geography of Agriculture

Agricultural Sciences

Geography of Industries

Industrial Economics

Geography of Marketing

Business Studies, Economics, Commerce

Geography of Tourism

Tourism and Travel Management

Geography of International
Trade

International Trade
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